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A Study on the Innovation Discourse in Chinese
Local Governments: Focusing on the Report on

the Work of the Chengdu Government

Yu Jeong Weon(Associate Professor,

Department of Chinese Studies, Keimyung University)

Abstract

The fourth industrial revolution and innovation have become the dominant
focus of the discourse that governs our daily lives, and the competition
surrounding them is getting fiercer. Therefore, local governments are
evaluated for their ability to create an environment favorable to innovation
and attractive to advanced technological development, Under these
circumstances, a growing number of local governments have tended to
pursue "urban entrepreneurialism," which focuses on economic growth
through technological development and innovation when formulating
policies. Urban entrepreneurialism is a phenomenon commonly found in
many countries and regions, and it is especially prominent in China, which
has recently pushed a mid-term development plan, "Made in China 2025."
The Chinese national government has authoritarian characteristics, and these
features also can be found in documents released by local governments.
This study applies text and content analyses to the 2019 Report on the Work
of the Chengdu Government, which legalized "innovation" discourse in
China, As a result, the report has normalized innovation discourse in line
with China's peculiar authoritarian style and context structure, As a part

of this discourse, urban spaces that are repeatedly created and reorganized
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have become subordinate to the achievement of the government's goals.

Key Words

Chengdu, innovation, urban entrepreneurialism, fourth industrial

revolution, Report on the Work of Government
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