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Health Care System Reform in China

Lee You Jeong(Postdoctoral Research Fellow,

Asiatic Research Institute, Korea University)

Abstract

This paper studies the public health care system in China during three
periods-1978-2002, 2003-2012, and 2013-present. The reform of the health
care system in China has shown three outcomes. First, China legally operates
three health care schemes for urban workers, urban residents, and rural
residents in the system, However, in reality, four health care systems are
in operation in China, There is a grey area for urban migrant workers when
they are moving from-region-to-region for their jobs, Many of the workers
are outside of the insurance scheme because the integration of health care
among regions is still progressing, The economic separation between urban
and rural areas, the lack of government financial resources, and the labor
marketization during the reform have dichotomized urban workers, rural
residents, urban unemployed, and migrant workers, and thus different
medical insurance systems are in operation for each group. Second,
economic reform and restructuring has reduced the social security system,
including health care system. It takes time for the government to introduce
new institutions when financial resources become available, Third, the
nature of the Chinese health care system has changed as political leadership
changed: Jiang Zemin emphasized pro-marketization over the health care
system, Hu Jintao emphasized equalization, and Xi Jinping emphasizes

re-marketization,
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