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The Representation of Democracy in Modern
China: Minzhu and Minben

Yang Il Mo(Seoul national university)

Abstract

This paper aims to explore the way which Chinese intellectuals express
Western democratic institutions from the mid 19th century to 1920", mainly
from the perspective of a conceptual history. It can be said that a process
of Chinese intellectuals’ concerns with the Western democracy is to
understand the western that runs such a system, at the same time to reflect
internally for why such a system requires in China and what problems the
traditional monarchy have, To understand the West, the political ideology
of Confucianism were adopted and utilized frequently. Therefore, this study
is intented to explain Chinese intellectuals’ logic of justifying the western
democratic system and Congress, the people’s political right represented by
democracy, the relationship between the King and the people, examining

the modern Chinese intellectual’s discourses on the Western polity.,

key Words
Democracy in the West and China, Modern China, Confucianism,
Congress, Republic, Chinese intellectuals
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