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The New Principal Contradiction and the Chinese

Dream :

A Strategic Change of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics

toward Great Power

Yoo Hee Bok(Part-time Lecturer of College of Social Sciences,

Chung-Ang University)

Abstract

China's Xi Jinping leadership, which intends to maintain the identity as
a socialist state and move to the global center stage, has redefined the
principal contradiction that has been formulated for nearly 40 years since
October 1981, The contradiction between “the ever-growing material and
cultural needs of the people and backward social production” has thus been
changed to one between “unbalanced and inadequate development and the
people's ever-growing needs for a better life”. The principal contradiction
functions as a tool of recognition and practice for solving the problems
of the society in the socialist state, The principal contradiction newly defined
with the declaration of 'New Era' is a strategic transformation of socialism
with Chinese characteristics intended to gain momentum necessary to push
forward for the realization of the 'Chinese dream' by the middle of this
century in that it is defined in vague and abstract terms compared to the
previous ones and does not show essential difference from previous principal

contradiction in terms of its contents and internal and external environment,
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