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The Nature of the Tiananmen Movement in 1989
and its Historical Significance: Pro-democracy

Movement within the Socialist Regime

Lee Hong Gyoo(Associate Professor,

Department of East Asia Studies, Dongseo University)

Abstract

This article insists that Tiananmen movement in 1989 was not rebellious
to CCP, even if the Chinese Communist Party and the Western medias all
had regarded as an dissident movement. This paper claims that it means
pro-democracy movement within the socialist regime to realize 'the socialist
democracy'. I proved this claim objectively by Utilizing as much primary
data as possible, such as opinion polls in China and newspaper articles
around the period of 1989 Tiananmen movement. In conclusion, the strong
interpretation of the current CCP leadership, which defines the 1989 Tianan-
men Movement as an anti-regime movement, means that the possibility of

political reform for the realization of "socialist democracy" has decreased.
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